JOHNSON COUNTY

AUTISM

SUPPORT GROUP

DAN! Dr. Gene Justus
discusses the Defeat
Autism Now approach to

treatment.

Thursday, March 18

Social skills group will
meet and child care is

provided. Send your

RSVP to Sheila@jcasg.org

Diary of a

Wimpy Kid

April Awareness €elebration

You might be surprised to learn
that the Autism Society of
America has been celebrating
autism awareness month in
April since the 1970s. With the
exponential growth in autism
since then, it is even more
important for us to take this
opportunity to increase
awareness in our community.

As part of our efforts to raise
awareness and celebrate our
children, we will host our annual
Awareness Celebration on April
15. This year’s event will be
bigger than ever and will be
held at Grace United Methodist
Church in Franklin. We have
invited community leaders and
grant recipients to join us in our
celebration.

The evening's activities will
begin at 6pm with pizza

provided by Sammy's Pizza.
At 6:30, we will begin our

program that will include our
Faces of Autism video and the
presentation of our Piece of
Excellence award (see page 4).
Finally, there will be a Silly
Safari show at 7pm.

If there is someone who has
been invaluable to your child’s
progress, please invite them to
join us and nominate them for
the Piece of Excellence award.

Our Awareness Celebration is
just one of many awareness
raising efforts in our area. The
display case at the White River
Library will feature our group
and autism for the month of
April.

On April 10, Greenwood High
School student Chassidy

JEASG Awards Grants

The JCASG Board of
Directors recently met to
review 20 grant proposals
submitted by local schools and
community groups. We are
excited to announce funding
for over $6,000 for the

following projects:

* Meadowstone Therapeutic
Riding Center, Julia Oliver,
$1,400

* SPLASH, Traci Andresen,
Clark Pleasant Intermediate
School, $3,000

* The Accessible Classroom,
Allison Knoy, Pleasant

Crossing Elementary, $160

* Sensory Break Room,
Greenwood Christian Church,
Melanie Gorrell, $654

* Individualized Teaching with

Technology for Independence,
Lisa Fisk, Maple Grove

Elementary, $502
* Visual Structure for

Increased Independence, Kelly
Blakely, Maple Grove

Elementary, $385
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Willever will host Pedal for
Pieces . See page 2 to learn
more and download
registration forms.

Also on April 10, Tera Knight
is hoping to have Ante Up for
Autism at the Greenwood
VFW. Details are still in the
works, so look for future
announcements about this
event.

Finally, LeighAnn Rebillard
and Lisa Booth will again
present Crop Out Autism in
Franklin. The two held this all
day scrapbooking event back
in the fall and it was so much
fun, they have decided to do it
again. Bring your friends to
Palmer Park Community
Center and scrap from
10am—10pm for just $20.

* Our Road to Enjoying the
Computer, Barbra Baker,

Creekside Elementary, $424

The mission of our group is to
help children with autism in all
areas of life. Our hope is to
continue these grants in the
future in order to create unique
and successful programs in our
area.
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Pedal for Pieces

Each year, Greenwood High
School students must
complete a Senior project in
order to graduate. These
student chosen-projects vary

greatly, but many are
community oriented.
Chassidy Willever has

chosen a project that will
benefit JCASG. Chassidy
first became aware of autism
when

her cousin was
diagnosed a few years ago.
She then heard of the

growing number of families in

Johnson County affected by
autism.

Chassidy has chosen to hold
Pedal for Pieces in hopes
that the money raised will
help many local families get
the proper support, both
financially and emotionally,
that they need.

The event will take place
April 10 at Greenwood High

School on the band practice
lot (north east corner of the
parking lot). There will be a
short 15 minute ride for kids
ages 2-5, followed by a
longer 25 minute ride for
ages 6 and up. Gray Goat
Sports will be on hand to

perform bicycle safety
checks.

The pre-registration deadline
is March 24. Participants
can collect sponsorships
to cover the $25 entry fee.
All

pre-registrants  will
receive an event t-shirt, and
a limited number shirts will
be available at the event.
Additional t-shirts can be
purchased for $10.

Registration forms are now
available. Questions about
the event can be sent to
Amanda@)jcasg.org.

PEDAL == PTECES

Thank you to our
sponsors:

Till man’ s
The Coy Family
Crystal Graphics
Gray Goat Sports

Marriage & Family with Special Needs

At our November meeting, we
had a therapist speak to us
about marriage and family with
a special needs child. Lisa
Knott is now practicing at
Barrow and Associates in
Greenwood.

Lisa has expertise in counseling
individuals of all ages who have
special needs including autism
spectrum disorders, learning or
developmental disabilities, and
other issues that may involve
behavioral difficulties. She also
provides therapy to couples and
families including those dealing
with disabilities, serious
illnesses, and care-giving stress
that can affect relationships.
Additionally, Ms. Knott works
with  women of all ages

especially those experiencing
mood issues or other challenges

as they navigate transitions
across the lifespan.

Ms. Knott received her Master
of Arts degree in Professional
Counseling from Liberty
University in 2009. Previously,
Ms. Knott has worked in various
business and nonprofit positions
and has led numerous
community service efforts. She
has been very involved in the
ongoing education and care of

her son who has multiple
medical and developmental
diagnoses including autism.

Ms. Knott joined Barrow and
Associates as an Associate in
2010 and is a member of the
American Association of

Christian Counselors. Ms. Knott
resides in Greenwood with her
husband, Chuck, and their son
and daughter.

BARROW AND ASSOCIATES

494 South Emerson Avenue,
Suite B

Greenwood, IN 46143-1953
Phone: 317-888-0581

Fax: 317-889-0359
E-mail:cbagreenwood@juno.com

Johnson County Autism Support Group, Inc. 609 Treybourne Drive, Suite D Greenwood, IN 46143
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Board of Directors:
Amanda Cooper, Co-President
Sheila Benham, Co-President
Michele Cook, Secretary
Angela Coy, Treasurer
Jason Bilsland
Debbie Miller
John Henderson

Upcoming
Events

JCASG has events planned

throughout the coming months.

Plan on joining us!

Ll 3/18 Dr. Eugene Justus,
Biomedical treatment

1 4/10 Pedal for Piecsike

ride
Ll 4/10 Ante Up for Autism
Ll 4/15 Autism Awareness
Celebration

4/24 Crop Out Autism

4/24 Super Saturday
1 5/20 Transition Planning,
Dan Mustard

Autism Expo Page 3

The 2010 Autism Expo will be held on March 20 from 10amfi Ipm at
The Fountains in Carmel. This is a free, all-about-autism event for

families, professionals and anyone else involved in the autism
community.

There will be over 100 vendors with great exhibits, special products
for sale and IndyMoms KidzKorner - an area just for kids.

The event is presented by Easter Seals Crossroads in partnership with
the Autism Society of Indiana. It is a fabulous opportunity to gather
information about therapy providers, treatment options, GFCF diet

products, support groups, extra curricular activities and more.

Registration is not required.

For more information about the event, contact:

Dana Renay
317-658-2973

info@inautism.org

We need your pictures!

We are planning a very special event in April in honor of
JCASG families and Autism Awareness Month. | am
working on putting together a short video that will be
shown at this celebration and include pictures of our
children and family members living with Autism. If you
would like to have pictures included, | will need the

following:

-JCASG Photo Release Form (if you need one,

let me know!)
-Pictures of your children and family!

Please send your pictures to Tera Knight via email to:
tdk81267@gmail.com or you can send me "originals" to: 1087
Meadowview Ct. Franklin, IN 46131.

Accepting New €Clients:

OHel ping families put the pieces
Auti sm Spectr ummyMoaeGaftheyr MA, CCC-SLP
provides in-home Speech-Language Therapy, Social Cognition
Intervention (also known as Social Thinking), and Educational
Consultation for children with Autism Spectrum Disorders. She has
12 years of experience working with children with ASD and their
families. During the school year, services are offered after 5:00pm
Monday through Thursday. During the Summer, days and hours are
flexible. For more information, please contact Amy at 317-308-0680

or e-mail AutismSLP@gmail.com.

Dadds Cl ub

The next Dad’s Club meeting will be held Thursday, March11 at 7
p-m. in the library at Mt. Auburn United Methodist.

For more information, contact Jason Bilsland at:

(317) 946-8541 & cell
(317) 882-2794 & home

Johnson County Autism Support Group, Inc. 609 Treybourne Drive, Suite D Greenwood, IN 46143

toget
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A Piece of Excellence

As part of our April Autism Awareness Celebration, we would like to recognize a member of our
community who has gone above and beyond in serving a child with autism. If you know of a

teacher, therapist or community volunteer that you feel deserves to be recognized for their
efforts, please complete the following.

Name:

Employer or Organization:

Occupation or Position:

Why they deserve to win:

Your name:

Nominations can be mailed to:

JCASG
609 Treybourne Drive, Suite D

Greenwood, IN 46142
Or emailed to Amanda@)jcasg.org.

The winner will be announced and the award presented at our Autism Awareness Celebration on Thursday,
April 15. (Winner will be contacted prior to 4/15/10.) Deadline for nominations is March 31.
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PUZZLE PIECES
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