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Transition  
Things you can do to 

ready your child for life 
after school can be 
started as early as 

Kindergarten. 

Presented by  

Dan Mustard ,  

Director of Employment, 

Gateway Services  

May 20 

6:30pm at Mt. Auburn 

RSVP by May 18 for social 

skills and child care. 

Sheila@jcasg.org 

  

 

Sensory Friendly Film:  

Saturday, May 22  

 

Shrek Forever 
After  

 

AMC Greenwood 14 

10AM 

Karen Gutsch of North Grove 

Elementary was awarded our 

Piece of Excellence at the Autism 

Awareness Celebration on April 

15. 

 

Karen was nominated by Renee 

Castle whose son, Dylan, has 

greatly benefitted from the 

dedication of his teacher.  òShe 

has always gone above 

and beyond to help him,ó said 

Renee. 

 

Karen has taught special education 

for 19 years.  She began her 

teaching career in New York City 

teaching at a special school for 

children with autism.  According 

to Karen, òAt that time, the 

definition for autism was pretty 

narrow, so my students were 

nonverbal, significantly behind 

developmentally and very socially 

withdrawn.  Some displayed 

serious self-injurious behaviors.  

By the end of my first year with 

these children, some of my 

students developed language, 

improved academic skills and 

many engaged in some social 

interactions.  Between my 

fascination of how children with 

autism interacted with the world, 

and the rewards I received from 

their progress, autism became the 

disability that interested me most.  

When I moved back to Indiana, I 

hoped to obtain a teaching 

position in a similar school, but 

could not find one.  During my 

years in public education, the 

number of children with autism 

on my caseload has grown.  I 

continue to be intrigued by these 

children, and enjoy working with 

them immensely.  My students 

with autism are usually the 

students that drive me to find 

more creative ways to teach and 

reach out to my students.  

Utilizing more visuals and the 

arts has not only benefited my 

students on the spectrum, but 

all of my students with various 

disabilities.  I believe my autistic 

students have taught me as 

much about education as I have 

taught them.ó 

Piece of Excellence  

2010 Piece of Excellence Award winner 

Karen Gutsch with student Dylan Castle .   

http://jcasg.org/our_location.html
mailto:sheila@jcasg.org?subject=April
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The 6th annual Drive for Autism 

Awareness will be held June 10 at 

Dyeõs Walk Country Club in 

Greenwood.  Registration will 

begin at 11:30 with lunch provided 

by Outback Steakhouse starting 

at noon.   

There will be a shotgun start at 

1:00, and prizes will be awarded 

immediately following the outing. 

We are thrilled to again have Dyeõs 

Walk, Outback and Circle B 

Construction on board this year as 

title sponsors.  This event is a 

major fundraiser for JCASG and 

allows us to host events such as the 

upcoming summer bowling event on 

June 19.   

In addition to the above mentioned 

title sponsors, we would also like to 

recognize: 

 

Platinum Sponsor 

RWS/National Gypsum/Clark 

Steel  

Silver Sponsor 

Spohn Associates  

 

For more information, contact 

Amanda@jcasg.org 

Drive for Autism Awareness  

Easter Seals Crossroads still has openings in a variety of summer programs / camps for children with special 

needs.    

CampAbility  ð Traditional summer day camp for children ages 4-11 with all types of special needs, offered at at 

North Grove Elementary School in Greenwood.     

Life Skills Camp  ð Designed for adolescents (ages 13-18) with autism or developmental delays.  Unlike 

traditional day camps, this will focus on topics such as grooming/hygiene, social skills, money management, 

laundry and cooking skills. 

P.A.L.S.S. Club (Practice and Learn Social Skills)  - Day camp designed for children (ages 6-9) with autism 

or developmental delays.  Sessions cover topics such as maintaining appropriate       eye contact, 

conversational skills, body language, observing personal space, thinking of others and good sportsmanship. 

Call 466-1000 for more information. 

Medicaid Waiver Night  

If your child has an autism diagnosis and you have not applied for the Medicaid waivers, this is a must attend!!  The 

Medicaid waivers allow Medicaid to fund supports and services for children and adults with disabilities in their own 

homes or residential neighborhoods instead of institutions.  Services covered include respite care, therapy, pre-

vocational services, employment services, adult day services, behavior supports, transportation and more. 

 

May 4, 2010 
6:00-8:00 P.M. 

Franklin Community High School  
2600 Cumberland Drive, Franklin 

 

Child care will be provided. 

Summer Camps  

mailto:amanda@jcasg.org?subject=Golf%20outing

