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Vaccination is an issue that 
continues to be a question 
for many parents.  While 
current thinking about 
potential causes for autism 
suggests an environmental 
component in conjunction 
with genetic links, carefully 
controlled studies have 
disproved a link between 
autism and childhood 
vaccinations.   

 

This conference will provide 
a reasoned presentation on 
the issues surrounding 
autism and vaccination, and 

will discuss what the 
research does and does not 
suggest.  Addit ional 
conversation will focus on 
the impact  o f  the 
vaccination discussion on 
school  po l ic ies and 
p r o c e d u r e s ,  o f f e r 
professional suggestions for 
talking with parents about 
vaccines, and provide a 
dialogue on ethical and 
policy implications.   

 

T h e  R i l e y  C h i l d 
Development Center and 
the Hall Center for Law and 
Health are co-hosting a 
conference on June 12 
called Autism and Early 
Childhood Vaccination.  
The keynote speaker will be 
Dr. Paul Offit, the author of 
Autismôs False Prophets. 

 

F o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t 
www.child -dev.com or call 
Patricia Hanneman at 317-
274-8167. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of 

Directors  
We are still accepting 
applications for the open 
position on our Board of 
Directors.  Email Amanda 
for information.  

Autism and Vaccines 

Conference  

Gateway Services  

Gateway Services is excited to 

now be a provider of Respite 

Services under the Medicaid 

Waivers.  Many families have been 

interested in this program but 

there have been a shortage of 

providers, particularly in the 

Johnson County area.  For more 

information, see the flyer on page 

4 of this newsletter.   

Gateway Services also offers 

Summer Day Camps to children of 

all abilities and still has openings. 

The camps are well-staffed and a 

degreed/ experienced staff is in 

charge at all times.  Camp age 

ranges are from 18 months up 

through 6th grade and has 

historically been filled with over 

70% typical peers per session. 

Gateway is also offering a 

Summer Transitional Camp for 

the first time this summer.  This 

camp will have limited space and 

is for children and young adults 

with disabilities from 7th grade up 

through high school. 

Gateway is located on US 31 in 
Franklin. If you have any 

questions or would like more 

information on any of these 

programs, please feel free to 

contact Sherri Fisher or Kim 

Lakin at 317-738-5500 or 

sfisher_gateway@yahoo.com. 
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June 6 

Bring your family to 

 Otte Golf Center  

(681 Sheek Rd, Greenwood) 

At 1:00  

 for a round of miniature 
golf and fun with other 

families. Snack and drinks 
will be provided. This 

event is compliments of 

the support group. 

RSVP to Sheila@jcasg.org  
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Sensory Friendly Film:  

 

UP 
 

Saturday, June 13  

AMC Greenwood 14 

10AM 

 

Different Like Me  

Is Going Bowling!  

Tuesday, June 23  from 
6p-7p at Southern Bowl 

  

Different Like Me is a club for 
Aspergers/High Functioning 
ASD kids, 5th grade & older.  

 

For more details, or to RSVP  
email Becky 

at bickelinc@yahoo.com 

http://www.child-dev.com/
mailto:Amanda@jcasg.org?subject=Board
mailto:sfisher_gateway@yahoo.com?subject=Services
mailto:sheila@jcasg.org?subject=Otte%20golf
mailto:bickelinc@yahoo.com?subject=Different%20like%20me%20bowling
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If you have driven by a construction 

site recently, you may have seen this 

colorful piece of equipment 

promoting autism awareness.  

AirWorx Construction Equipment & 

Supply, an equipment rental, sales 

and service company in Indianapolis, 

is working to promote awareness 

and raise funds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excerpt from 

www.forconstructionpros.com : 

òScott Huggins, Vice President of 

AirWorx, has a child who was 

diagnosed with autism. He, along 

with AirWorx president Dick Kagy 

decided that they wanted to do 

something to help ease the burden 

on families affected by autism. 

After reading a story about a rental 
company in Iowa that used boom lifts 
to raise money for breast cancer 
awareness, Huggins contacted Tim 

Morris, vice president, market 
development and sales for the 
Americas for JLG Industries, one of 
AirWorx's largest equipment 
suppliers. Huggins wanted to see if 
JLG would work with AirWorx to 
produce a uniquely designed boom 
lift that could help promote autism 
awareness. Morris has a 6-year old 
son who is also affected with 
autism and both he and his wife are 
champions of the cause so they 
knew how much work is needed to 

help promote awareness. 

The idea was simple - AirWorx 
would purchase the boom lift for 
their rental fleet and JLG would 
paint it a special color and create 
unique "jigsaw puzzle" graphics that 
would cover the entire surface of 
the machine to symbolize the 
pieces of the Autism puzzle that 
have yet to be completed. The 
boom lift would then be rented to 
AirWorx's customers and a 
percentage of the rental income 
would be donated to fund autism-
related activities. In addition to 
AirWorx's contribution, rental 
customers could e lect  to 
contribute an additional amount 
over the rental rate, with 100% of 
that amount going directly to 

autism-related programs.ó 

AirWorx is donating 20% of all 
rental revenues for the boom lift.  
Half of the money goes to the 
Autism Society of America and the 

field trip day (zoo, museum or 

park).  Volunteers will be needed 

on each of these days to help 

chaperone the campers.  The camp 

has 3 two -week sessions June 15ñ

July 23.  To volunteer for these 

day trips or daily classroom help, 

contact Connie Merkel at 782 -

8888 ext. 201 or email 
cmerkel@eastersealscrossroads.org  

Itõs not too late to volunteer for 

Camp Ability!  There are several 

opportunities to help out at the 

camp being held at North Grove 

Elementary (Fairview & SR 135 in 

Greenwood).   

Each Wednesday campers will go 

to Trails of Hope for horseback 

riding and every other Thursday is 

If you are looking for an òactiveó 

volunteer opportunity, the Lose 

the Training Wheels program is 

looking for individuals the week of 

June 22.  Volunteers spend the 

daily 90 minute session running 

beside participants bikes.  Contact 

Connie for more information.  

 

Building Autism Awareness  

Volunteers Needed  
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other half will be set aside for a 
scholarship to the new Independence 

Academy.   

The Independence Academy is a 
private school that was created by 
and for families affected by autism. 
The school was opened in September 
2008 for high-functioning kids with 
autism. It features a low student-to-
teacher  rat io ,  indiv idual ized 
curriculum and a structured day for 
each student that includes social and 
life skills training and self-awareness 
development. Tuition is over$10,000 
per academic year and the 
contributions from AirWorx will go 
toward reducing much of this 

expense for scholarship recipients.  

http://www.forconstructionpros.com/article/article.jsp?siteSection=40&id=11778&pageNum=1
http://www.forconstructionpros.com/online/Rental-News/Rental-Company-Promotes-Autism-Awareness-/40FCP11778#
mailto:cmerkel@eastersealscrossroads.org?subject=volunteer
http://www.theindependenceacademy.org/
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Itõs not too late to join us for an exciting 

day of golf!  

 

Thursday, June 11 
at  

Dyeôs Walk Country Club 
 

For more details and registration forms, go to  
www.jcasg.org/golf  

JCASG has events planned 
throughout the coming months. 

Plan on joining us! 

 

¶ 6/6 Mini Golf at Otte 
Golf and Family Fun 

Center 

¶ 6/11 Drive for Autism 

Awareness 

¶ 8/8 Family Picnic at 

Westside Park 

¶ 9/17 Dana Renay, 
Executive Director of 
Autism Society of 
Indiana, give an update 

on autism in Indiana  

 

     

Upcoming 

Events  

609 Treybourne Dr.  Suite D  

Greenwood, IN 46142  

Board of Directors:  

Amanda Cooper, President 

Sheila Benham, Vice-President 

Michele Cook, Secretary 

Angela Coy, Treasurer 

Jason Bilsland 

Debbie Miller 

 

Weõre on the web!   

http://www.jcasg.org 
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Thank you to these Drive for Autism 

Awareness  sponsors:  

Brian Brown Family  

http://www.jcasg.org/golf
http://www.jcasg.org
http://www.jcasg.org/
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