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We are excited to announce 
that Easter Seals Crossroads is 
bringing their Camp Ability to 
Johnson County.  JCASG 
board members along with 
area parents and educators 
have been meeting with reps 
from ESC since last fall in 
hopes that they would bring 
their expertise to our area.  
We are glad that Connie 
Merkel and others at ESC saw 
the need and have made this 
happen.  JCASG is contributing 
$5,000 to help cover camp 
expenses and make the cost 

per child affordable. 

―Easter Seals Crossroads 
recognizes that traditional day 
camps are not always an 
option for parent of children 
with special needs.  That is 
why we offer Camp Ability—a 
day camp specifically designed 
to meet the needs of your 

family. 

This summer Camp Ability will 
consist of three, two-week 
session at two different 

locations.  Each session will 
allow children with special 
needs the opportunity to 
exp lo re  s en sor imot o r 
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  e x p a n d 
communication skills and 
enhance social skills in a fun, 
nurtur ing environment .  
Activities will include theme 
days, field trips and guest 

visitors. 

Groups led by professionals 
trained to work with children 
with special needs will 
provide indoor and outdoor 
activities designed by physical 
therapists, occupational 
therapists, speech-language 
pathologists and special 
education teachers.  Snacks 
will be provided; parents are 
asked to pack brown-bag 

lunches for their children. 

Camp cost is $300 per 
session.  Scholarship (first 
come, first served) are 
available based on eligibility.  
Before and after camp care is 
available from 8-9 a.m. and 

from 3-5 p.m. for an 
additional fee of $7 per hour 
and must be prearranged.   
For more information about 
Camp Ability, please call 782-

8888.‖ 

Camp Ability South 

(grades K—5) 

North Grove Elementary 

( 3 2 8 0  W .  F a i r v i e w , 

Greenwood) 

Monday—Thursday 

9 a.m.—3 p.m. 

Session 1: 

  June 15—June 25 

Session 2: 

  June 29—July 9 

Session 3: 

  July 13– July 23 

Camp Ability South 

Autism Expo 

Indiana Autism Expo is coming 
March 21 at the Fountains 
Banquet Center, 502 East 
Carmel Drive, Carmel, IN.  

  Indiana Autism Expo is an 
annual event for families, 
professionals and other great 
people involved in the Autism 
community. It is a fun and 
educational expo that the whole 

family can attend absolutely 
free of charge. There are a 
variety of great exhibits, 
special products for sale, door 
prizes, wonderful speakers and 
an area just for the 
kids. Presentations and 
exhibits will focus on people of 
all ages with autism and 
enhancing the lives of these 
wonderful people and their 
famil ies. The event is 

presented by the Autism 
Society of Indiana in 
partnership with Easter Seals 
Crossroads.  

Admission is FREE, and 
while it is open to the public, 
they are asking that folks 
register on the website: 
www.indianaautismexpo.com 
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Business 

Name 

March Meeting 

Thursday, 

March 19 

6:30 p.m. 

Mt. Auburn United 

Methodist Church 

“Marriage and Family: 
More than Just 

Surviving Special 

Needs” 

Presented by Lisa Knott, 

MA intern  

 

The social skills and 
sensory groups will meet.  

Send your RSVP to 

Sheila@jcasg.org.  
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Sensory Friendly Film 

Race  

to  

Witch 

Mountain 
 

March 14 

10 a.m. 

AMC Greenwood 14 

http://www.indianaautismexpo.com/default.html
mailto:sheila@jcasg.org?subject=rsvp
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located south of Franklin at the 

Johnson County Park. 

Therapeutic Riding offers many 
benefits to participants.  For more 
information about the programs 
a n d  b e n e f i t s ,  v i s i t 

www.trailsofhope.org 

Registration begins March 1, 2009. 

Submitted by Kim Hofelich, Executive 

Director, Trails of Hope 

The great Winston Churchill once 
proclaimed:  ―There is something 
about the outside of a horse that is 

good for the inside of man.‖ 

Trails of Hope, a non-profit 
therapeutic riding center, will open 
in April 2009 at the Hoosier Horse 
Park.  Hoosier Horse Park is 

The Asperger’s club we mentioned in the 

last newsletter is becoming a reality.  

Rebecca Bikel, Licensed Clinical Social 

Worker, and Kim Bailey will host the first 

meeting of this group on March 19.  

Different like me is a monthly get 

together for tweens and teens who have 

Aspergers or High Functioning Autism 

and who want to find kids like themselves 

with whom they can relax and have fun.  
A place where it is OK to just be 

themselves. 

There will be several ―stations‖ set up 

with things to do.  Participants can bring 

their favorite things from home as well.   

This is a ―club‖ not a ―social skills group‖, 

or an ―autism therapy group‖. This is a 

place to meet interesting people like 

yourself.  There will not be formal ―social 

skills‖ lessons or activities.  The adults 

will mingle to help everyone start to get 

to know each other and to make sure all 

the safety rules are being followed. 

What are the Club Objectives? 

-participants will increase their peer 
network, resulting in decreased 

isolation. 

-participants will experience 

comfortable and accepting social 

contact. 

-participants will increase self 

acceptance through feeling acceptance 

of peers  

-parents will have the opportunity to 

network with other parents of similarly 

functioning kids. 

How do I sign up? 

To register or for more information, 

email Rebecca Bickel at 

Bickelinc@yahoo.com. 

Registration information needs to be 

submitted by Tuesday, March 17th. 

 

expressions and vocal patterns.   Most 
of us take these exchanges for granted. 
They have become second nature in 
our interactions. Those struggling with 
building social bonds or socializing at all 
become isolated.   They miss out on 
these essential interactions required to 
partake in some of the most meaningful 
life events.   A social skills group can 
help children form the skills necessary 
to build meaningful relationships and 
maintain them in their social 

surroundings. 

The importance of social interaction for 
o u r  p e r s on a l  we l l  b e i n g  i s 
immeasurable.   Social interaction leads 
to some of the most meaningful human 
experiences such as; friendship, 
laughter, parties and life long 
relationships.   In fact, most of us crave 
to share our life stories and ideas with 
others.   The type of social behavior 
that leads to these experiences 
requires transmitting and processing a 
remarkable amount of information with 
relatively subtle cues, gestures, 

Our social skills group meets the 3rd 

Thursday of the month at Mt. Auburn.   

This group is appropriate for children 

who struggle with ….. 

-  d e v e l o p i n g  f r i e n d s h i p s  
- using inappropriate social interactions  
-  r e a d i n g  o t h e r s  e m o t i o n s  
-managing anger and displaying 

emotions properly . 

If you would like for your child to 

participate, email Sheila@jcasg.org 

Trails of Hope 

Different Like Me 

Social Skills Group 
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Next Meeting: March, 19 at Mount 

Auburn Church, 3100 Stones Crossing, 

Greenwood IN from 6:30p.m. – 7:30p.m. 

 

More information and registration forms 

can be found at jcasg.org/about.htm 

under ―JCASG resources‖. 

http://www.trailsofhope.org
mailto:Bickelinc@yahoo.com
mailto:sheila@jcasg.org?subject=rsvp
http://jcasg.org/about.htm
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Join us for an exciting day of golf!  

 

Thursday, June 11 
at  

Dyeôs Walk Country Club 
 

For more details and registration forms, go to  
www.jcasg.org/golf  

There is more and more information about autism available every 
day.  JCASG tries to include local items of interest in each issue of 
Puzzle Pieces, and unfortunately, we donôt have room for all the 
events going on around the state.  There is a weekly email called ASI 
Blast put together by the Autism Society of Indiana and Dr. Angie 
Tomlin that contains tons of information.  If you are interested in 
receiving the Blast, contact Dr. Tomlin at atomlin@iupui.edu. 

JCASG has events planned 
throughout the coming months. 

Plan on joining us! 

 

¶ 3/19 Autism, Marriage 

and Family*  

¶ 4/16 Autism Awareness 

Celebration  

¶ 5/15 Internet Safety*  

¶ June Picnic details to 

come 

 

* Social Skills group will meet. 

 

     

Upcoming 

Events 

609 Treybourne Dr.  Suite D 

Greenwood, IN 46142 

Board of Directors: 

Amanda Cooper, President 

Sheila Benham, Vice-President 

Michele Cook, Secretary 

Angela Coy, Treasurer 

Jason Bilsland 

Debbie Miller 

David DeWitt 

Weõre on the web!   

http://www.jcasg.org 
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ASI Blast 

http://www.jcasg.org/golf
mailto:atomlin@iupui.edu?subject=ASI%20Blast
http://www.jcasg.org
http://www.jcasg.org/


 

Johnson County Autism Support Group, Inc.  609 Treybourne Drive, Suite D  Greenwood, IN  46143 

PUZZLE PIECES 
Page 4 

Main Page 

Page Two 

Page Three 

Page Four 

Indiana Special Education Law Working for YOU! 

A Tool Kit for Success 

 

Monday March 16, 2009 

9:00 am ï 4:00 pm 

IUPUI Campus Center 

420 University Blvd. 

Morning Session: 

Overview of Indianõs Article 7 - What you need to know now, and where to find it!  

Presenters: Rylin Rodgers, Riley Child Development Center and Kylee Bassett, Indiana Department of Education   

An overview of key components of Indianaõs implementation of IDEA.  Participants will leave with a working knowledge of Article 7 

and how to locate key information.  

Select One Afternoon Session:  

Understanding and Using Tools Related to the IEP Process  

Presenter: Jennifer Akers, ARC of Indiana  

This session will look at tools parents and professionals can use as part of the IEP process. We'll look at written notice, w rit ten 
opinions/parent addendums and the complaint process. We'll also look at key Indiana issues including extended school year, le ast 

restrictive environment, and all the components of an IEP.  

Crafting IEPs to Support Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders  

Presenters:  Mary Roth, Julie Burke, and Susan Pieples from the Autism Society of Indiana  

and Angela Tomlin, Ph.D., Associate Director of Clinical Services at the Riley Child Development Center  

For any child with a disability, the IEP creates a blueprint for education. IEPs for students with an autism spectrum disorde r should 
follow certain guidelines to be successful. Two integral parts of such an IEP are the goals and the behavior intervention pla ns (BIPs), 

which must be based upon an accurate functional behavior assessment (FBA). 

Early Childhood Transitions  

Presenter: Mary Jo Paladino Director of Indianaõs Early Childhood Transition Initiative  

Understanding timelines, rules and regulations of the transition to early childhood special education services.   Tips and strategies to 

ensure an effective transition. Taking a look at the who, what, when, where, why and how of transition.  

Making Sense of Response-to -Intervention (RTI)  

Presenter: Julie Havill -Weems, Partnerships Coordinator with the Indiana State Improvement Grant (INSIG)  

Response-to-intervention is a phrase parents and professionals are hearing with increasing frequency. Levels of confusion are hi gh as 
everyone tries to understand what it means for them and for K -12 students. During this session you will have the opportunity to learn 
more about response-to-intervention in general, how it relates to special education, and response -to-intervention as envisioned by the 

Indiana Department of Education.    

Understanding Discipline  

Presenter: Kylee Bassett, Department of Education  
This session will look at discipline rules as set forth in Indiana Code and Indianaõs Special Education Rules and 
Regulations (Article 7).  

 

For registration forms, email Amanda@jcasg.org 

Child

mailto:Amanda@jcasg.org?subject=Seminar

