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INDIANAPOLIS NAMED 2009
MosST DISABILITY FRIENDLY

From the ASI Blast:

INDIANAPOLIS - Mayor
Greg Ballard today accepted
congratulations from the
president of the National
Organization on Disability
(NOD) in recognition of
Indianapolis’s selection as the
national model of a disability-
friendly city. Sponsored by
NOD, the 8™ annual
Accessible America
competition showcases best
practices in accessibility and
the inclusion of persons with

disabilities in community life.

“Indianapolis is honored to be
recognized with the National
Organization on Disability’s
Accessible America Award,”
said Mayor Ballard. “A
commitment to make our city
more inclusive for people with

disabilities and the aging
population has spanned
generations, and | am pleased
our collective efforts are
benefiting both our residents

and visitors.”

Approximately 20 percent of
Indianapolis residents have a
disability, and that number is
expected to increase as
medical technology saves
more lives, baby boomers age
and veterans return from

combat.

NOD applauded Indianapolis
for its historic commitment
to access, including the
creation of the Indianapolis
Business Leadership Network,
a business-led endeavor which
promotes employment
opportunities for individuals

New Board Member Needed

We are currently looking
for someone to serve on
our board of directors. The
perfect candidate would be
an active member of the
community who is familiar
with autism. Parent,
grandparent, neighbor, etc.
- anyone who would like to

take a more active interest
in our group.
Board

members are

required to:

. attend 4-5 vyearly
meetings

. actively participate

in discussions

. volunteer at
meetings and
events

Terms are typically 2 years;
however, in this case, the
length is a bit shorter and
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with disabilities. It also
highlighted the universally
accessible features along the
Cultural Trail and the efforts
of Mayor’s Advisory Council
on Disability in distinguishing
Indianapolis from other
communities. Additionally,
NOD cited the City’s
partnerships with the
Veterans Administration,
Bosma Enterprises and the
Indiana School for the Blind
and Visually Impaired in
providing internships for
students and adult
jobseekers with disabilities,
as well as training exercises
for contractors regarding

physical

As part of the recognition
from NOD, the City will

receive a check for $25,000.

would start immediately
and last until December

2010.

If you are interested or
know of someone who
might be, please let us
know. Send questions or
request an application by
emailing us at
Amanda@jcasg.org or

Sheila@)jcasg.org.
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Project Lifesaver

The JCASG Board of Directors
has voted to make a
contribution to Project Lifesaver
Johnson County. We will donate
$2,850 toward the purchase of
equipment and personnel training. In
addition, we will set aside $2,150 for
the monthly maintenance cost of
bracelets worn by individuals with
autism.

Project Lifesaver is a program that
that helps locate missing persons
who have autism, Alzheimer’s,
dementia, etc. and are at risk of
wandering. Individuals wear a
wristband that emits a silent tracking
signal. A missing person is reported
via 911 and a trained search and
rescue team responds with tracking
equipment.  This technology can
reduce search times from hours to
minutes.

Bargersville Lt. David Porter and

Chief Mike Morris hope to have a
local program up and running by
Summer 2009. They plan to work
with all 9 county fire departments
as well as the Sheriffs Department
in order to make the wristbands
available to the entire county.

It would greatly benefit the
department to know what the
demand for Project Lifesaver might
be. If you or someone you know
would be interested in a wristband,
please contact Lt. Porter at
dporter@bcfd.net or Chief Morris

at mmorris@bcfd.net.

Bargersville Community Fire
Department has applied for several
grants to fund the start-up costs of
equipment and emergency
personnel training. They are also
hoping to obtain funding to cover
the monthly maintenance costs of
the bracelets. Donations to Project
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Lifesaver Johnson County can be sent
to:

Bargersville Community Fire
Department

Attn: Project Lifesaver

Johnson County
89 S Baldwin St
Bargersville, IN 46106

Pay Pal

In these times of financial
uncertainty, we expect our event
fundraisers to experience a
decrease in corporate sponsorship.
We will continue to host both the
golf outing and Jack’s Walk, but
anticipate lower profits.

Because we want to continue our
social activities, therapy benéefits,
grants and other efforts, we are
looking for new avenues to raise

Volunteers Needed

As we reported in March, Easter
Seals Crossroads is bringing Camp
Ability to North Grove Elementary
this summer. Response to the
camp has been great, and there
are only a few spots remaining for
each of the two week sessions.

Each Wednesday campers will go
to Trails of Hope for horseback

funds. To encourage individual

contributions, we will now accept
donations via our website.
Transactions will be processed
securely by PayPal. Just go to our
home page and click “Donate”
to make your contribution.
Encourage your friends and family
to do the same.

riding and every other Thursday is
field trip day (zoo, museum or
park). Volunteers will be needed
on each of these days to help
chaperone the campers. The camp
has 3 two -week sessions June 15A
July 23. To volunteer for these

day trips or daily classroom help,
contact Connie Merkel at 782 -
8888 ext. 201 or email

cmerkel@eastersealscrossroads.org

I f you are |l ooking
volunteer opportunity, the Lose

the Training Wheels program is

looking for individuals the week of

June 22. Volunteers spend the

daily 90 minute session running

beside participants bikes. Contact
Connie for more information.

Johnson County Autism Support Group, Inc. 609 Treybourne Drive, Suite D Greenwood, IN 46143
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609 Treybourne Dr. Suite D
Greenwood, IN 46142

Drive for
Autism

Board of Directors:

Amanda Cooper, President Awareness
Sheila Benham, Vice-President
Michele Cook, Secretary
Angela Coy, Treasurer
Jason Bilsland

Debbie Miller

Join us for an exciting day of golf!

Thursday, June 11
at
Dyebs Wal k Country Club

For more details and registration forms, go to
www.jcasg.org/golf

Upcoming
Events

JCASG has events planned Thank you to these Drive for Audism
throughout the coming months. Awareness Ssponsors:

Plan on joining us!
Perry Acoustics

. 5/21 Internet Safety*

. 6/6 Mini Golf at Otte
Golf and Family Fun

ﬂ Clifton

Center
. 6/11 Drive for Autism Q- on senices Gunderson LLP
Awareness Certified Public Accountants & Consultants

. 8/8 Family Picnic at
Westside Park

* Social Skills and Sensory
groups will meet.
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2009 Assistive Technology Pre-Conference

Augmentative and Alternative Gommunication (AAC) hosted by INDATA

Thursday, August 6, 2009

Who Should Attend: Students, Parents, Teachers, SLP’s, Rehabilitation Professionals and anyone

interested in AAC

What: Pre-Conference Sessions on Augmentative and Alternative Communication
When: Thursday, August 6, 2009, 8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
Where: Indiana Convention Center
100 South Capitol Avenue, Room 209
Indianapolis, IN 46225-1021
Cost:

Free

Registration: Required www.eastersealstech.com or 888-466-1314 and talk with June White.

Anyone requiring accommodations can contact Emily Abel at the same numbers.

Topics

Emergent Literacy Development of Children with AAC Needs

Get Connected to AAC at Home: A “How To” Guide Focusing On Low Tech Strategies

“Not just my fingers”: An Overview of Access Methods in AAC

Connecting Abilities to Goals in an AAC/AT Evaluation and Beyond!
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PUZZLE PIECES
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