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Each year, the Johnson County 

Autism Support Group, Inc. 

offers grants to benefit 

Johnson County children with 

autism.  

As part of our effort to 

partner with educators in our 

community, the grants are 

open to all Johnson County 

teachers, teacher aids, teacher 

assistants, school counselors, 

student groups, parent groups 

or other school organizations. 

The purpose is to fund 

projects, teaching aids and 

equipment that would enhance 

the school experience for kids 

with autism.  

W e  a l s o  e n c o u r a g e 

community groups to start 

programs targeting kids with 

au t i sm .  Spec i a l  needs 

ministries created by churches, 

social groups  formed by 

parents and other unique 

programs are potential grant 

beneficiaries.   

Use your imagination to come 

up with original ideas that our 

children gain from and 

encourage others to do the 

same. 

Applications can  be found on 

our website. Grant requests 

should describe the benefit to 

autistic students and should 

be submitted to JCASG no 

later than December 15, 

2009. Please mail 2 copies to: 

JCASG, Inc.  

Attn: Sheila Benham 

609 Treybourne Dr , Ste D  

Greenwood , IN 46142  

 

OR e-mail as an attachment 

to sheila@jcasg.org by 

December 15, 2009. JCASG 

will contact you via email to 

confirm they have received 

your application. If you do 

not receive a confirmation 

please contact Sheila at the 

above address. 

Announcing the Formation of Our Dadõs Club 

W e l c o m i n g  W i l l i n g 

Participants!  Dadõs, 

g r a n d p a s ,  u n c l e s ,  b i g 

brotherséanybody who 

provides fatherly direction to 

someone on the spectrum is 

invited! 

As announced at last monthõs 

meeting, I am currently 

organizing the launch of our 

Dadõs Group.  The kick-off 

meeting is being planned for 

late November or early 

December. 

At the kickoff, we will discuss 

where we are headed.  As a 

group, weõll determine our 

direction and plan our efforts.  

Longer term objectives will be 

established in due time. 

In the beginning, weõll focus on 

one of the main reasons for 

this establishment:  the 

opportunity for òdadsó to just 

be òdadsó.  We spend a lot of 

our time and energy on work 

and family, as we should.  

However, itõs healthy and wise 

to have a little away-time.  

We all need a little time to be 

with the guys, share the good 

and the bad, and just relax. 

In the coming days, youõll see 

an announcement on our 

website about the date, time 

and location for the kickoff 

meeting.  Please feel free to 

contact me to discuss your 

thoughts and considerations 

for this group.  I can be 

reached as follows: 

Jason Bilsland 

(317) 946-8541 ð cell 

(317) 882-2794 ð home 

jason@jcasg.org 

PUZZLE 

PIECES 
November 2009 
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Business 

Name 

 

November 19  

 

Lisa Knott 

Marriage and Family  

with a  

Special Needs Child 

 

6:30 p.m. 

Mt. Auburn United 

Methodist 

RSVP to Sheila@jcasg.org  
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Sensory Friendly Film:  

Saturday, November 21  

 

Planet 51 

 

AMC Greenwood 14 

10AM 

Now Accepting  

Grant Applications  

Donõt forget to RSVP for 
social skills and childcare!  

http://jcasg.org/grants.htm
mailto:sheila@jcasg.org?subject=Grants
mailto:jason@jcasg.org?subject=Dad's%20Club
mailto:sheila@jcasg.org?subject=Otte%20golf
http://www.planet51.com/
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The Baxter YMCA, 7900 
South Shelby Street, Indy,  

offers several adaptive 
classes for kids with special 
needs.  New sessions for 
swimming, gymnastics, and 

martial arts start this week.   
 
Gymnastics  
Sundays at 4:15  

$50 non -members  
 
WAVES 

Thursdays at 7pm  

$125 non -members  
 
 

 

Martial Arts  
Fridays at 6:30  

$60 non -members  
   
For more information, call the 
Baxter YMCA at 881 -9347  

 

The Arc Network is pleased to 
introduce the new BDDS 

District 5 Family Advocates 
and Self Advocates. The team 
consists of Self Advocates 
Ned Russell - Sullivan and 

Melody Cooper as well as 
Family Advocates Jennifer 
Akers, Heather Dane, Jennifer 
Sell, and Mari Kennedy.  

  
The Arc Network, a program 
of The Arc of Indiana, is a 

statewide network of Family 
and Self Advocates working 
throughout the state to 
p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n , 

resources, and advocacy to 
families and people with 
i n te l l ec tual  and  other 

developmental disabilities.   
Their mission is to provide 
information on home and 

community based services 

including the Medicaid Waiver 
Programs, assist in the 
development and promotion 
of consumer participation in 

self directed care, and help 

New Advocates  

connect people with local self 
advocacy groups.   

  
The team is available to 
assist families, individuals, 
and groups who are 

interested in learning more 
about the Medicaid Waiver 
Programs, applying for these 
programs, or who have 

received a waiver and now 
have questions or need 
assistance in utilizing the 

waiver services.  
  
Please do not hesitate to 
contact them if you have 

questions or would like to 
schedule an appointment.   
The Arc of Indiana's toll free 

number is 800 -382 -9100 and 
individual emails listed 
below.  

 

Family Advocates:  
Jennifer Akers:  
arcnet.jennifer@gmail.com  
Heather Dane:  

dane.heather@yahoo.com  

Jennifer Sell:  
jensell.arc@gmail.com  

Mari Kennedy:  
mkennedy.arc@gmail.com  
 
Self Advocates:  

Ned Russell -Sullivan  
nedr -s@indy.rr.com  
Melody Cooper  
melodyconaway@yahoo.com  

 

 
You can learn more about 
The Arc of Indiana and The 
A r c  N e t w o r k  a t : 
www.arcind.org  

mailto:arcnet.jennifer@gmail.com?subject=Family%20Advocates
mailto:dane.heather@yahoo.com?subject=Family%20Advocate
mailto:jensell.arc@gmail.com?subject=Family%20Advocate
mailto:mkennedy.arc@gmail.com?subject=Family%20Advocate
mailto:nedr-s@indy.rr.com?subject=self%20Advocate
mailto:melodyconaway@yahoo.com?subject=Self%20Advocate
http://www.arcind.org
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JCASG has events planned 
throughout the coming months. 

Plan on joining us! 

 

¶ 11/19 Marriage & Family 
with Lisa Knott 

(Rescheduled from March) 

¶ 12/5  Breakfast with Santa 

¶ 1/21 Homework with 

Amy Moore-Gaffney 

¶ 2/ 18 Gordon Homes, 

Estate Planning 

¶ 3/18  Dr. Eugene Justus, 

Biomedical treatment  

¶ 4/15 Autism Awareness 
Celebrationñmore details 

to come 

 

Upcoming 

Events  

609 Treybourne Dr.  Suite D 

Greenwood, IN 46142 

Board of Directors: 

Amanda Cooper, President 

Sheila Benham, Vice-President 

Michele Cook, Secretary 

Angela Coy, Treasurer 

Jason Bilsland 

Debbie Miller 

John Henderson 

Weõre on the web!   

http://www.jcasg.org 
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We now have a new board member for the remainder of 2009 and 
2010.  John Henderson is an Edinburgh resident and serves on the 
Franklin Fire Department.  Hereôs more about John, in is own words: 
 
ñMy story for the autism group is three steps 1)  my wife's best friend has a 
son, Randal, that has autism...he is a wonderful kid and really kind to my 
daughters we love him tremendously and we have been dealing with this for 
about eight years. 2)  Approximately five or six years ago Mary Irvin contacted 
me in regards to educating the local police and fire agencies about autism and 
how to respond in emergencies with these children...it was ironic, but I had 
never thought of this...it was a new concept for me and I knew it was 
important. 3)  A year after her presentation the State EMS commission sent an 
email out to all looking for interest and education materials to develop a State 
Wide Program...I forwarded Mary's information and now the training that is 
given to all Emergency Agencies is the program and outline that Mary gave...it 
is concise, competent, and has been updated several times with new and 
pertinent information... 
  
I just feel I have some ownership in this project...I want people to understand 
what it means and how we as Emergency Responders will have an interaction 
with their child and it can be a good experience with the right information and 
training....that is why I am here. 
  
I am John D. Henderson, Lieutenant of the Franklin Fire Department, and I 
serve as the EMS Education Coordinator for Johnson Memorial Hospital.  I am 
married to Lori Anne Henderson, and we have two beautiful daughters named 
Lilly and Liza.  I want to help and serve as the liaison for emergency services 
in Johnson County in regards to helping educate responders about how to 
deal with children of special needs.  I just want to helpéò  

Facebook  

Facebook is a great way to 
connect with other parents and 
find out whatôs going on in the 
autism community.  If you are a 
member, consider becoming a 
fan of: 

¶ Johnson County Autism 
Support Group 

¶ IN*SOURCE 

¶ Aut ism Society of 
Indiana 

¶ The ARC of Indiana 

¶ About Special Kids 
(ASK) 

¶ Indiana Resource Center 
for Autism 

 
If you are not already a 
Facebook member and are 
interested in joining, go to 
www.facebook.com. 

Jackõs Walk 

Final Results  

We are thrilled to report that the 
initial Jackôs Walk for Autism 
results were under-estimated.  We 
had over 350 registered walkers, 
and the donations just keep 
coming.  At this point, we are 
approaching $12,000 earned. 
 
Thanks to all of you who came out 
and supported our efforts.  The 
money raised will allow us to do 
great things in Johnson County. 
 
We also want to thank the entire 
Jackôs Walk team.  It was 
wonderful to have so many great 
volunteers to keep things running 
smoothly.  See you next October!     

New Board 

Member  

http://www.jcasg.org
http://www.jcasg.org/
http://www.facebook.com
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