Our Mission

The mission of the Johnson County Au-
tism Support Group, Inc. is to provide sup-

port to families affected by autism.

A small group of parents held the first
JCASG meeting in February 2005. The
group originally formed to provide a resource
for families affected by autism and financially
assist children needing therapy. The group
continues to do these things today, but has
expanded their efforts to include social
events for families, grants to Johnson County
educators, and community groups and fund-

ing of area summer camps.

Group efforts are funded by annual fundrais-
ers including Jack’s
Drive for Autism Awareness. If you would
like to support our mission, donations can be
mailed to JCASG, 609 Treybourne Drive,

Suite D, Greenwood, IN 46142.

JCASG, Inc. is a qualified 501(c)(3) organization and all contribu-

tions are deductible to the extent allowable by tax law.

Helpful Links

Johnson County Autism Support Group
WWW.jcasg.org

Autism Society of America
www.autism-society.org

Autism Speaks
www.autismspeaks.org

Defeat Autism Now
www.defeatautismnow.com

Hands in Autism
www.handsinautism.org

Indiana Resource Center for Autism

www.iidc.indiana.edu/irca

Johnson County Autism Support
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609 Treybourne Drive, Suite D
Greenwood, IN 46142
Office Hours: By Appointment Only
Email: sheila@jcasg.org
Phone: (317) 691-1196
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Awareness are held annually to fund our mis-

When: We meet the third Thursday of
each month through the school year at
6:30pm.

Where:

www.jcasg.org or our Facebook page.

For location and topics, visit
What: We present informational topics for
parents, social skills class for children on
Check the

website for meeting topics. Please note: In

the spectrum, and childcare.

order for us to provide quality childcare,
please RSVP at least 48 hours prior to the

meeting.

If your family or someone you know is af-
fected by autism, we welcome you to join
us. We are eager to raise awareness in

our community about autism.

Join us on Facebook. Our group name is
Johnson County Autism Support
Group. See what is going on with the

group or join in on a discussion.

sion to support Johnson County area families

impacted by autism.

Drive for Autism Awareness

This outing is held each
June
try Club
Teams compete in an 18-
hole scramble and enjoy an

afternoon of golf, food and

prizes.
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This event first inspired our
group in 2004. Itis a 2-mile
family fun walk which takes
place on the first Sunday in
October and includes food,
entertainment, and prizes

for the entire family.

What is Autism?

Autism is a complex developmental disability

Aut i s nthat typically appears during the first three g

years of l'ife and aff
communicate and interact with others. Autism
is defined by a certain set of behaviors and is
a "spectrum disorder" that affects individuals
differently and to varying degrees. There is no
known single cause for autism.  Autism is
treatable. Children do not "outgrow" autism,
but studies show that early diagnosis and in-
tervention lead to significantly improved out-
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Some signs to look for in the children in
your life:

9 Lack of or delay in spoken language

1 Repetitive use of language and/or motor
mannerisms (e.g., hand-flapping, twirling
objects)

Little or no eye contact

Lack of interest in peer relationships

Lack of spontaneous or make-believe play
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Persistent fixation on parts of objects

and/or lining up of toys or objects

1 Impaired ability to initiate or sustain a con-
versation with others

9 Restricted patterns of interest that are ab-
normal in intensity or focus

1 Inflexible adherence to routines or rituals.



